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President Barack Obama 
January 21, 2009 

Remarks by the President in Welcoming Senior Staff and Cabinet Secretaries to the White House 

“Our commitment to openness means more 
than simply informing the American 
people about how decisions are made.  It 
means recognizing that Government does 
not have all the answers, and that public 
officials need to draw on what citizens 
know.”  



 
U.S. Open Government  

National Action Plan 

• 5 of the 10 actions items 
  are drawn from the  
 National Archives’ 
    Open Government Plan 
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The Innovation Hub 

•Collaboration Space at AI 

•Numerous projects with staff and public 
across the agency 

•Wikipedian Community Projects 

 

Digital Engagement 

•Social Media 

• Web & intranet 

•Catalog Description Program  

Digitization  

•Governance 

•Labs 

•Partnerships 

Project Management 

•Provides project management 
assistance to all of our major projects 

Standards & Authorities  

•Agency Business Architecture 

•Metadata Standards & Authorities 

Office of Innovation 

Open Government 
 



Innovate to Make Access Happen 
• Open Government Flagship Initiative  
• Includes our digitization, description, and 

online access efforts 
• Expand access to and engagement with our 

holdings 
• Lead the archival profession 
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Social Media 
• Social Media 

• Launched in 2009 with one blog 
• Now  165 projects on 15 social media platforms 
• More than 140 millions views in FY2014 
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Citizen Archivist Initiatives 
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A Social Catalog 
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Amara 
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API 
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Internal Collaboration Network 

• Internal Collaboration Network (ICN) 
• Sharing of NARA institutional knowledge and best 

practices 
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From Gate Keepers to Gardeners 
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Archival 

Technical 
Project 

Management 

Community 
Management 



@ThisisArchives Twitter Project 



Our Big, Hairy, Audacious Goal 

• Digitize everything! 
• Currently 1.22% of our holdings are digitized 
• Increasing demand for online access 
• New opportunity for partnerships and collaboration 
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FY2014 Views 
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Innovation Hub  
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Citizen Scanning 
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Thank You! 

• Pamela Wright 
• @PamelaSW 
• Pamela.Wright@NARA.GOV 
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