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st

 Japan Conference in celebration of 

“International Archives Day” 

 

9 June, 2008  

 

1. The International Council on Archives (ICA) was founded on 9 June, 1948 with 

assistance extended by UNESCO. This year being the 60th anniversary of the ICA, the 

ICA decided that Annual “International Archives Day” should be celebrated on 9 June  

and called upon member states to organize appropriate celebration events on this day 

for the first time. 

 

2. In response to this call, the Japan Conference in celebration of “International Archives 

Day” took place on 9 June, 2008 in Tokyo, where many participants came together 

including director-generals of public archives across the country, members of 

“Archives Institutions Association” (composed of Tokyo Office of ARMA International, 

the Business Archives Association, the Records Management Society of Japan, t he 

National Archives of Japan, an Independent Administrative Institution , the Japan 

Society of Archival Science,  the Japan Image and Information Management 

Association, the Special Committee of the Japanese Historical Council on the National 

Archives of Japan, and the Japan Society of Archives Institutions (observer)) and other 

people involved in archives and records management, related parties to Independent 

Administrative Institutions and business organizations, those in the mass media and 

others interested in archives.  

 

3. On this occasion of the 1
st

 Japan Conference in cerebration of “International Archives 

Day,” we people involved in archives and records management, sharing the recognition 

on the following matters: 

 Archives should be passed on for future generations as common heritage of human 

being, 

 Archives are essential to look back the past and foresee the future,  

 Archives ensure the accountability for the next generation and constitute the basis 

for democracy, 

 Archives include records of private sector as well as of public sector including the 

State and local governments,  

 Preserving archives and making them accessible to the public are the responsibility 

of archival institutions and the mission of archivists;   

 

4. Swear to do our best from now on to develop archival culture in Japan and furthermore 

contribute to the development of archives around the world with international 

cooperation, and urge all people in Japan to increase awareness of the function and role 

of archives.  


